December 16, 1976 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 


6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


My good friend, Marshall Overman, has kept me abre@st of your corres- 
pondence with him concerning the 1699 counterfeits. I was asked if I 
might cooperate with you in studying my specimums. Unfortunately, like 
Marshall, I too, have most of mine mounted in a picture frame. Like 
the others, mine are of varying thicknesses, diameters, color, and 
weight. I have one double struck reverse. I only have 110 of the 142 


that my son Steven and I found. He found the first one of the hoard. 


I've found other counterfeits(Britannia half-pennies) of 1738, 1747, 

1749, one in lead or pewter with double struck reverse.(@eo.III) Also, 
a 17335 French Ecu (not silver). The piece I find facinating is a half 
penny (Britannia) of the 1740's that is stamped in lead that is larger 
than half dollar. That is to say that there is extra metal all around 


the coin. 


Enclosed is an old club Newsletter that reprinted a story I wrote for 
Western Treasures Magazine about the artifacts that were found. I 
think you'll find it interesting a give you a better idea of the things 


that were found and being thrown away. 


If I can be of assisténge to you, please don't hesitate to write. I 
have slides of the above coins if you wish to see them. Good luck with 
your research. 
oon ea 
WM. R. PAULL (lliw- Ki, fauke 


16 Albatross Road William R. Paull 
Audubon Park, N. J. 08106 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 20, 1976 


Mr. William R. Paull 
16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, NJ 08106 


Dear Mr. Paull: 


All of you metal-detector coin finders have been very helpful 
and I appreciate the letters and data. You suggested that I might write 
you for further assistance and I am so doing. : 


Here is what I need from you: 


- & 


The issue and pages of Western Treasures Magazine which 


contained your story. Perhaps I can order one. 


You and your son found 142 of the 1699 pieces and the 
Overmans say there were 178 found in the embankment and 

they now have 95 (a few from dump sites). Your article 

says over 300 were found in the embankment and 300 altogether 
by club members. The lolls found at least 72 in the dump 
sites. Can you clarify my figures? Are some pieces other 
than the 1699 included? Were there other finds? : 


What were the other Spanish American Silver Dollars found? 
Your daughter found the 1755 Mexico City mintage. 


Is the French ecu of 1733 a cast counterfeit in lead? 


The wide lip around the circa 1740 English halfpenny lead 
counterfeit is curious. There were many English made 
copper counterfeits of George II halfpence in circulation, 
but lead ones probably were just as acceptable. The Lolls 
have lead counterfeits also. I think your lead piece was 
to be cut down before being put in circulation. 


At the I-95 site or the dump sites, how many large U.S. Cents 
were found? What was the latest date on any coin which was 
found? 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


jah 


Happy holiday, 


Eric P. Newman 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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December 20, 1976 


Mr. William R. Pevil 
16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, NJ 08106 


Denar Mr. Paull: 


All of you metal-detector coin finders have been very helpful 
and I appreciate the lettere and data. You suggested that Tt misht write 
you for further assistance and I am so doing. 


Here is what I need from you: 


1. The issue and pages of Western Treasures Magazine which 
contained your story. Perhaps I can order one. 


2. You and your son found 142 of the 1699 pieces and the 
Overmans say there were 178 found in the embankment and 
they now have 95 (a few from dump sites). Your erticle 
says over 300 were found in the embankment and 300 altogether 
by club members, The lolls found at icast 72 in the dump 
sites. Can you clarify my figures? Are some pieces other 
than the 1699 included? Were there other finds? 


3. What were the other Spanish American Silver Dollara found? 
Your daughter found the 1755 Mexico City mintage. 


4. Is the French ecu of 1733 a cast counterfeit in lead? 


5. The wide lip around the cirea 1740 English halfpenny lead 
counterfeit is curious, There were many English made 
copper counterfeits of George II halfpance in cireulation, 
but lead ones probably were iuet as acceptable. The Lolls 
have lead counterfeits also. I think your Lead piece was 
to be cut down before being put in circulation, 


6. At the I-95 site or the dump sites, how many large U.S. Cents 
were found? What was the latest date on any coin which was 
found? 


I look forward to hearing from you, 


Happy holiday, 


Eric P, Newman 


jah 
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DECEMBER 31, 1976 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. 


Newman, 


Thank you for your interest in our finds. I hope I'll be able 


to answer your six questions fully from your letter of December 


20, 1976, 
oo 


My story appeared in Western Treasures Magazine, the 
April 1976 edition, page 52. Enclosed is a form if you 


wish to order a back issue. 


2e- Your confusion as to the numbers of 1699's is under- 


a 


6— 


standable and I believe it is due to the number found 
and the number still in possession. Marshall Overman 
and I have gotten together and his letter to you on 

this date we feel should clear up any mistakes. He has 
spent a lot of time on the report and I for one apprec- 
iate it. He gives me copies of correspondence to/from you. 
I know of only one, possibly two, other Spanish Milled 
Dollars found, it was in better condition than mine 

and dated 1753. 

The cast counterfeit French Ecu is not in lead. (1733) 
It does not bend as the lead Britannia half pennies 

and definately is not silver. Could it be a pewter 

and lead mixture? Refer to slides 18 and 19 enclosed. 
The coin with the extra metal may be seen in slides 

4 and 5. Mr. Ivor Noel Hume suggests that it might have 
been made in wooden mold, note graining and pinch marks. 
Also note the stamped letter § at 8’ o'clock. 

The number of large cents found would be difficult to 


accurately account for. My list is enclosed and Marshall 


~~ “ 


eae ’ / 
% past EG nc /O8 
sent you his. A guess is that a total would be between 20 


and 30. My earliest coin was a (64) Giberais half cent and 


latest was 1907 Indianhead penny. Quite a span of years. 


I hope I have answered your questions and look forward to 
hearing from you again. Enclosed is a list of all the coins I (and- 
my family) found at the site and acnpige sites. The slides are of 
the counterfiet coins in question and you may make copies of them 
but_please send them back when you have finished as they are of a 
part of my slide presentation. 

#2 and #3 at excavation site I-95 first finds of 1699 Brit- 

annia half-pennies. Scott and Marshall Overman --- Steve and 
Bill Paull were the only ones involved in the finding of 

the coins at the original site, February 1975. Total 178. 
All other finds by all the other people were found a few at 
a time at the various disposal sites since then. 

#4 and #5 Comparison of Geo. II half-pennies. Left genuine, 

right forgery with extra metal. 

#12- Most of my remaining 1699's are housed in this display. 

#16- Comparison of fake 1699 left and genuine 1700 Wm. III 

half pennies right. Note the crowding of MUS in GVLIELMUS. 

#18- Counterfeit coins in leagd,pewter, or whatever. 

#19- Comparison of fake French Ecu left and genuine one on 
right. The X in REX in the Genuine, is a R over a D in the 
forgery. Any ideas of the meaning? 

In closing, Marshall and I hope that if you are ever in Phila- 

dGelphia and wish to see our finds, we are only a 20 minute 

ride over the bridge. (609-547-9295) 


Sincerely 


Pee Raa 
WM. R. PAULL William R. Paull 
16 Albatross Road 


Audubon Park, N. J. 08106 


Pha YALE 
WM. R. PAULL 
- we - nie J 
16 Atpatross Koad 


Co 2 i 
Audubon Park, N. J. 08106 


LIST OF COINS FOUND AT I-95 EXCAVATIONS 
AND DISPOSAL SITES IN PHILADELPHIA, PA. NOV. 74-DEC. 76 


QTy DATE COIN DINOM. MM or KING 
1 1755 SPANISH MILLED DOL. 8 REALES MEXICO CITY 
1 1781 SPANISH (PLUGGED) 1 REALE CARLOS LLL 
2 1719 BRITANNIA @ PENNY GEO. I 
2 1731 " : GEO. II 
1 1700 * A WM. III 
1 V5" é ° GEO. II 
1 1746 , g : . 

1 1755 ; . eae 
1 17ST , : ae 
1 1772 m V, PENNY GEO. III 
1 1804 : ‘ : : 
1 1774 ' FARTHING : : 
1 1735 FRENCH (SILVER) ECU PARIS 

1 1681 HIBERNIA | = PENNY CHAS. II 
1 1809-17 INDIA 2 2 


U.S. COINS 





1 1827 UNITED STATES HALF DOL. ame 

1 1794 P IG. CENT us. 

1 1797 it ut " " See 

| 1798 tt i) “i n er 

1 1 803 it nN nt tt EA 

1 1 81 os hi tt ti "i dn awe, 

1 1816 " n " n ones 

1 1907 : . INDIANHEAD 1¢ —— 
COUNTERFIET COINS : ee 

142% 16 BRITANNIA * PENNY WM. 
sf ea. aoe . a GEO. II 
1 WORN " (DOUBLE STRUCK REV.) " GEO.1II 

1 174- " (EXTRA METAL EDGES)  '" GEO.II 
1 1 de Be FRENCH ECU PAU 


*10% now in possession 


CC CCE TS 


ial 


William III half-pennies 1699 (forgeries) 
owing 


ion, the fo 


S a sampleing o 


nalysis of Size and Weight 


Of the 123 now in my possess- 


the 38 not on the wall display. I 
understand that Dave Loll sent you his 72 for analysis and Marshall Over- 


man sent you a typed analysis of most of his 1699's. My list, while not 
in weight order, I'm sure will show diferences in size and weight. 


COIN NO. mm SIZE grain WEIGHT COIN NO. mn SIiZk grain WT. 
l= 27 een2i 03 142.2 20- 27 .8-27.7 iSise 
2- a ae a ea 103.3 2i- 27-71-27 .8 122.4 
3- 26.5-26.4 90.9 22~ 25.9-26.4 110.6 
4 26.5-26.2 103.4 23- 27 0-27 23 bs gree 
5- 26.9-26.8 AVG. 7 24~ 26.9-27.0 117.4 
6+ 26.1-26.7 104.3 25-*% 26 .5-26.7 83.1 
T- 26 .8-26.9 106.2 26- 27 .0-26.8 ies 
8- 26.2-26.5 98.9 27- 25.9-26.5 84.9 
9- 26 .6-26.5 120.0 25- 27 4-27 6 134.2 
10- 26.7-27.0 rites ag- 27 .4-27.0 129.6 
11- ai0e-27.0 130.9 20-4 26.8-26.9 169.5 
12- 27 0-27.22 102.3 31- 26.6-27.0 114.3 
13- ei e5-2T.[ 135.5 32 27 -2-27 .0 128.7 
14- 27 .3-27.4 117.0 35— 26.5-26.9 114.3 
15- 27 5-271 154.7 34- 27 2"27 25 106.5 
16- 27 .0-26.9 128.5 35- 27 0-27 .3 VE0% 
17- 27.1-27.0 114.9 36- 27 4-27.21 106.8 
18- 27 .2-27.0 114.4 a(= 27-1-26.9 108.2 
19- 26.9-27.3 1355.1 ZQ-#HH 27 62-26.9 120.2 


The official diameter of the Type II half-pennies should range between 
28 and 29 mm. Official weight of this type should weigh between 147.3 
and 181.1 grains. 


COUNTERFIET COINS IN LEAD, ETC. 


BRITANNIA GLO. II FRENCH LOU. 


half-pennies LOUIS XV 
1736 OT Ae 281 156 7 1733 41.1-41.1 302.8 
1747 29.7- 28.7 1.43.6 
1749 28.9=- 28.3(HOLED)82.3 * LOW WEIGHT 
174? EXTRA METAL 207 +1 ** HIGH WEIGHT 
GHO. III *#*% DOUBLE STRUCK REV. 
UNLEDGEABLE DATE 
29.4- 28.9 98,2 ee 


I hope that this helps you in whatever you are writing up and that we 
all my have a copy of the final result. Good Luck: 


WILLIAM R.PAULL 
DECEMBER 31, 1976 


16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, N.J. 
08106 

January 15, 1977 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Your letter of January 1ith arrived today...two days after Marshall 


Overman received his carbon copy. That's incredable mail service as 


we live less than a mile apart. Anyway, it was nice hearing from you. 


Monday, I am sending to you by registered mail, the coins you re- 
quested for examination and study. Any tests that are needed to be 
made to determine metal content is hereby authorized. The 10 (ten) 
coins in the package are; 
ti FRench Ecu 17353 43 Geo. II Britannia half-pennies 
1 Geo. II half-penny with flange 
1 Geo. III half-penny double struck rev. 
% 1699 Wm.III half-pennies 
a- double struck rev. 
bs lightest weight in possession 83.1 grains 
c- heaviest weight in possession 169.5 grains 


The last coin is one that I failed to list in my previous letter, it 


looks like a peice of a French Ecu. Is it a forgery? 


I hope that your “business in Philadelphia will be soon, we would 
all like to meet you. If I can be of any further assistance, please 


don't hesitate to ask. 


Sincerely, 
Af 


Yu, RPS. 
William R. Paull 


16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, N.J. 
08106 

February .26, 1977 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

On January 19th, 1977, you receieved a Registered envelope from me 


containing forgeries from Britannia. I hope that you have had time 


to study then. 


In a few weeks, an archeologist from the University of Pennsylvania 
will be visiting me to view my entire collection of colonial artifacts. 
Would you please send back the coins and slides as soon as possible 


as they are a part of my presentation. 


Your promptattention to this matter would be appreciated and await 


your findings about the forgeries. 


Sincerely, 


William R. Paull 3 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
March 7, 1977 


Mr. William R. Paull 
16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, NJ 08106 


Dear Mr. Paull: 


The work on the forgeries is fascinating and rather complex. The 
British Museum has helped us and we have had cooperation from everyone, 
particularly your group of hunters. 


I am returning all of your slides. I had a few copied for black and 
white reproduction. 


Your counterfeit coin identification needs some revision and our > 
conclusions are as follows: 


The 1733 French ecu is 1773 rather than 1733 and is probably made 
mostly of cast tin. 


The George II 4d with flange is dated 1738 we believe. The grain is 
from a slab of wood used to press the sand flat before the master coin was 
pressed in. 


The section of a French ecu is a forgery. 


The 1699 counterfeit you call double struck was caused by a double 
impression in the sand. I am sure you realized this. 


The George III counterfeit is also poorly cast rather than double 
struck. 


Seven of the ten pieces are returned as the 1773 French ecu, the George 
II with flange and the 1699 heavy piece are at the lab. 


Some further questions are necessary. We would like to determine if 
the copper halfpence dated 1731, 1737, 1746, 1755, 1757, 1772 or the farthing 
of 1774 are genuine or counterfeit. This may surprise you but many are counter- 
feit even in copper. That can wait until your archeologist friend pays his 

visit, but we would like to see them anytime. 


I am hoping to come to Philadelphia to see all of you. We want to 
reimburse you for the expenses of shipment of items. Pleaee accept our continued 
thanks for your great cooperation. 


Very truly yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COUN CUfeePSCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, N.J. 
08106 

March 14, 1977 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thank you for the return of my forgeries. I received them Friday, 
however the two most important of the three that you still have at 
the lab were the ones I'm sure would interest the archeologist the 
most. So we are holding off our meeting until you have returned 
them. I hope you complete your tests soon as we are giving an ex- 
hibit in Bpridetec. 

We look forward to seeing you when you get to Philadelphia and are 
extremely interested in the report that you are writing. Could you 
give us any clue as to when we may expect to see you and reading 
your report? 

I see that your stationary lists Historical Ohfcts as another of 
your interests. With your contacts at the British Museums would it 
be possible to find the maker of the 18th century half-heart lock 
picture and seperate data sheet é@nclosed. I've had no luck in ident- 
ifying any other specimins other than Williamsburg, Virginia and in 
Mr. No#1l Humes book, Artifacts of Colonial America. Lock collectors 
that I've contacted seem ie age or care less because of it's 
rareity. I've cleaned it out and had a key made to fit and it is now 


workable. Any information would be greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


William R. a 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Mr. William R. Paull Apert (4974 
16 Albatross Road 


Audubon Park, NJ 08106 
Dear Mr. Paull: 


Your lock is a most unusual find and I am glad to help. I 
have written a friend in England about your problem. I will let you 
know when I hear from him. 


The results of testing the three coins which we retained and 
which we now enclose were interesting. 


The cournterfeit French ecu is dated 1733 and has the young 
head. It is copied from a specimen minted at Pau. It weighs 203.5 
grains and has a specific gravity of 7.27. This is virtually the exact 
specific gravity of cast tin. Tin was a surplus commodity during the 
period. A trace of antimony is in the tin as is often the natural 
condition in which tin was found in England. 


The wide flange George II counterfeit weighs 207 grains and 
has a specific gravity of 11.2. I finally got a good picture of it. 
it is primarily a lead cast. It is prepared by flattening the sand 
with a board before impressing the coin nailed on the pattern block. 
Lt must have been made in Philadelphia as no self respective English 
counterfeiter would ship surplus metal on a coin or deliver such crude 
striations on his work. 


The 1699 counterfeit 4d measures an average thickness of 
.0868 inches or .220 cm. 


I certainly hope to get to Philadelphia to see all of your 
finds and those of your friends. The write-up of the project can now 
begin as the photographs and tests have been occupying our attention 


primarily. 
Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman 
jah 
Enel, 


REGISTERED MAIL 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 






16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, N.J. 08106 
April 16, 1977 

Mr. Eric P.Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


I received the three coins by registered letter today. They came just 
in time as next week end we are showing our finds at a local detector 
dealership. Thank you for all your interest and I hope we hear some- 


thing about the half-heart lock. 


We've been back to the I-95 dump sites in Philadelphia and have come 
up with more artifacts and coins. Due to the severe winter and the 
settleing of the ground they worked there way to the surface. You 
can add these coins to the list I sent you December 31, 1976. 

1723 Britannia half-penntP Geo. a 1781 Hibernia half penny Geo.III 
1730 BRitannia half-penny Geo. II 1882 U. S. Dime 


7 
Good luck with the write and if I can be of any more assistance, 


Alle. 


Mllein Re Togo 


please ask. 
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WM. R. PAULL 
16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, N. J. 08106. 
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WM. R. PAULL 
16 Albatross Rez4 
Audubon Park, N. J. 08106 


3ge 8 ~ FHE HADDON GAZETTE — APRIL 29, 1976 
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BEY 


Colonial 


treasures 
on displa y 


The first floor of the | 
torical Society of Haddad 
field’s Greenfield Hal! \ 
house the extensive colon. 
artifacts collection of 
South Jersey Treasu 
Hunters’ Club on Saturd: 
May 1 from 12:38 to 3 
p.m. and Sunday, May 
from 1 to 5 p.m. at 33 eas 
Kings highway. 

Participating membe: 
from the treasure hunters 
club include Marshal! Over 
man, Bill Melvin, Fre 
Domzalski, Bill Rass. 
Ross, Harry Loll, Dave Loi 
TREASURE HUNTERS’ DISPLAY: Peggy and Bill Breen oa aces: 
Ross and Marshall Ov | and sugeconn 
Trea ure Hunter's Club examine some of the colonial aoe a pas 
artifac 2 from the [95 aveeaeon site in South Philadel- likes eae sete oo 
iad i _ Bee ce te eee ee I-95 excavation site in Sout 
Dia wnicn ine Whi 
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erman from the South Jersey 


a special Bicentennial 
3 a hy and Philadelphia over a pers 
the Historical Sociak at of many months. 17 
members have spent ma: 
hours preserving a 
researching the pieces 
deciphering hall marks a: 
documenting them. 

Phe exhibit wi. be uf 
the sponsorship of the 
orical society's exhib 
committee. The societ 
large tool collection in 
basement of Greenfield Ha 
will aiso be open during t! 
exfubition. Acting as host 
will be Bill Olver. Larrva 
and Joseph Hartel 

Members of the sock 
and the treasure hunter 
club wii be on) hand 
answer WUeSTIONS 41 
desxcride the artifacts 


mhway Hast. 


om 
¥) 


READY, AIM... 


purposes only, as is the Revolutionary 


Jersey Treasure ante rs’ Club. Both spi and oe e will be on disp 
all, 343 east Kings 


Sunday afternoons, Mav 1 


y this English swivel 


War 
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and 2, at Greenfi 
te 


sponsorship of the Haddonfield Historical 


cannon won't 
bayonet held 


ieid | 
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C4 
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lav Saturd 
highway 
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HADDONFIELD — Do the 
words ‘‘Treasure Hunters” 
bring to your mind thoughts 
of pirates, chests of jewels 
and gold coins? 

It does mine and I looked 
forward with great an- 
ticipation to the special 
Bicentennial exhibit held last 
Saturday and Sunday by the 
Haddonfield Historical 
Society. 

Showing their treasure 
“finds” were seven active 
members of the South Jersey 
Treasure Hunters Club who 
have both a fascinating and 
profitable hobby. 

The group started in 1971 in 
Haddonfield, meeting at the 
Friends Meeting House, and 
now has grown to a mem- 
bership of 100. Weekends are 
the big ‘hunt days’’ and 
members go to various 
parks, beaches and dumps 
using their metal detectors 
as their tool. 

Bill Paull of Audubon 
Park, his wife Mary Ann and 
their son Steven have made 
treasure hunting a family- 
fun project. It has paid off 


too — not only in family 
“togetherness’’ but in the 
finding of extremely 


valuable colonial artifacis. 
These were dispiayed in a 
beautiful way at the exhibit 
and both were on hand to 
answer questions about the 
treasures. 

“We first did it just as an 
outdoor hobby to hunt for 
jewelry and money just to 
see how much we could find. 
It was fun and we found some 
nice things, but we found 
very little of historica) 
significance.’’- 

‘“‘Then in November of 1974 
a friend called me to say that 
colonial artifacts were being 
unearthed at a certain site 
where Expressway I-95 was 
being built. Bottle ‘Munters 
had been finding, many 
beauties there but then at thé 
Society Hill section the ex- 
pressway was to go un- 
derground and the giant 
cranes were dredging up 
thick, black mud. This was 
the part of colonial 
Philadelphia under what is 
now Delaware ave. which is 
next to the Delaware River. 








BY CLAIRE GENK 


“The first find which 
proved to be the reason for 
the hundreds of return trips 
over the next year was a 
hand-blown bottle of the 1745 
era.’’ 

After a heavy rainfali on a 
muddy Sunday, Steven Paull 
found a Britannica half- 
penny dated 1699, and before 
the day was over 200 coins of 
the same date’ had been 
found. Soon members of the 
club had found 600 of these 
coins and all were forgeries. 

It can be imagined that 
someone dumped this large 
quantity of fake money when 
possibly being pursued by 
the law as the penalty for 
forgery was death. 

Suddenly, however, the 
site became ‘“‘off limits’ as a 
result of children appearing 
and throwing rocks at the 
equipment. A high fence was 
erected and guards with dogs 
were visable. 

Paull describes the feeling 
when looking in the fence as 
“like looking in the candy 
store window with money in 
your hands and the store 
closes.”’ 

The group then decided to 
folow the dump trucks and 
finally started digging at the 
place the fill was being 
dumped. With this they hit 
the colonial jackpot as they 
started to find clay pipes, all 
types of ships’ tools, leac 
seais, pocket knives, buttons, 
buckles, pewter spoons and 
plates, gun parts, cannon 
balls, onion bottles and 
hundreds of early American 
and foreign coins. 

Three onion bottles (c. 
1700-1710) were found in the 
frozen mud and on a Friday 
the 13th Mr. Paull found an 
intact English swivel can- 
non. According to a noted 
cannon authority, it is the 
only intact swivel cannon of 
iron Known to nim and in 
complete ones sell? to 
collectors for $1,000 and up. 

Other very active treasure 
hunters who were displaying 
their Bicentennial finds at 
the Historical Society on 
Saturday and Sunday were: 
Marshall Overman, Fred 
Domzalski, Bill and Joe Ross 
and Harrv and Dave Toll 
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Mrs. Diane Snodgrass 
the Society set up the 
program. 

The members were ex- 
tremely likeable and have an 
intense interest in history 
since finding these artifacts 
and then spending hours in 
research. 

Some laughed and said 
that ‘‘To be a good treasure 
hunter it helps to be a little 
inane’ because they go out in 
snow and rainstcerms 
often become black 
grime and mud. 

Their nightmares are of 
the hundreds of other 
treasures now buried under 
Expressway I-95, perhaps 
never to be retrieved. 
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INFORMATION REQUESTED ON MAKER OF 18th CENTURY WORKABLE 
HALF-HEART ENGLISH LOCK 
Se WM. R. PAULL 
16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, N. J, 08106 

TO WHOM IT MY CONCERN: Sie 
I am trying to find the maker of this (picturesenclosed) padlock. It 
was sugested to me that I contact someone in England that has know- 
age of the craft or interest in historical research. It was found at 
the Penn's Landing excavation for the I-95 expressway in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 
It is an extremely well made hand crafted iron example. It's approx. 
1 3/4" wide, 4" long, and 1 3/8" thick. All fittings are brazed with 
(I think) brass. It has a reinforsing band on both sides, and has a 
design of a feather stiched on the front one. When found,it was put 
together backwards. About a year later, I cleaned it out thoughly 
and picked the flanges with the aid of an optic fiber lite. A black- 
smith told me that if I ever did get it apart, he could make a key 
for it as he has Diderots' Encyclopedia of Locks 1763, which had a 
picture of the type key to be used with such a lock. It took him 6 
hours to make the key and it is now workable. 
He feels it is a Museum peice and several collectors have indecated 
to me that it is probably quite rare, at least in America. I've also 
been told that there is a street in Londen that was supposed to make 
padlocks in the early 18th century and that through the design I might 
be able to iderlify the maker. Would it be that easy? 
Could it be traced to a maker, date, etc? How many workable specimins 
exist if rare? Value? 


Thank you for your assistance and/or any further contacts. 


al ,, 


Sincerely, 
William R. Paull 
DESIGN ON LOCK 
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MEETS THE LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
8 P.M. EXCEPT DECEMBER - COMMUNITY 
ROOM OF THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK, 
HADDON TOWNSHIP, CUTHBERT BOULEVARD 
AND MAC ARTHUR DRIVE, 


President 


ROCKS — FOSSILS 


COINS — BOTTLES — RELICS 
Bill Lykes 


Vice President Harry Carlin 

Recording Secretary Dot Carlin 

Treasurer Marshall Overman 

Correspondence Secretary Bill Ross ARTIFACTS — JEWELRY 
Publisher Gary Miller 


72 E. Lincoln Ave. 





Atlantic Highlands, N. J. 07716 













P.O. BOX 176 
HADDONFIELD, N. J. 08033 VOL-5 NO.3 MAR 1976 


FEBRUARY MEETING 


s held to fill two vacated offices, that of President and Treasurer. The re- 
S$ are as follows: President, Bill Lykes; Treasurer, Marshall Overman. Congratu- 


lations fellows, now get to work. 


DISPLAYS 


All members are encouraged to bring their recent finds (unusual or other- 
wise) to the meeting. Most of us are interested in seeing what others have 
found, so bring in those coins, rings, cannon balls, etc. Remember, we have a 
locked display case for just that purpose. Last month several members displayed 
enough loot to almost fill the case. Bill Hubner showed several older coins and 
some misc. medals and/or tokens he found. Jim Zimmerman had quite an accumula- 
tion of coins that were found during the month, many from an area that had been 
searched numerous times in the past, and considered by some people to be ''worked 
out''. Herb Hamilton had another fine display of jewelry, mostly rings, that he 
found during the month. Bill Melvin and the Paulls also had some artifacts from 
Phila. that were recovered during the month. Keep up the good work. 


BICENTENNIAL DISPLAY 


MEMBERS OF THE SJTHC HAVE BEEN INVITED TO DISPLAY THEIR COLONIAL 
ARTIFACTS AT THE HADDONFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S OPEN HOUSE TO BE 
HELD ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, MAY Ist & 2nd, 1976, E, KINGS HIGHWAY, 
HADDONFIELD, N.J., FROM 12:30 to 4:30. THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE HAVE AL- 
READY VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME AND/OR DISPLAYS: MARSHALL OVERMAN, 
FRED DOMZALSKI, BILL AND JOE ROSS, HARRY AND DAVE LOLL, MARYANN, 
STEVEN, AND BILL PAULL, ANYONE ELSE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE, PLEASE 
CONTACT BILL PAULL TONIGHT. WE APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS OF MRS, 
DIANE SNODGRASS, OF THE SOCIETY, FOR HER HELP IN SETTING UP THIS 
BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM OF COLONIAL ARTIFACTS FOUND BY OUR MEMBERS 
AND FOR TAKING CARE OF THE PUBLICITY FOR IT. 


MINI HUNT 


Don't forget the members only Mini Hunt to be held Sunday, April h, 1976, 
on the beach at 59th St. in Ocean City, N. J. Only paid-up members for 1976 
will be allowed to participate. This event will be held rain, snow, or shine, 
so make sure you come prepared. The time will be from noon till 3 P.M. See 
you there! 
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SJTHC MAY 15, 1976 OPEN TREASURE HUNT 


The following is a list of donations received or letters of intent received 
betfeen Monday, January 25, 1976 and Sunday February 22, 1976. Our goal is 
20 detectors and 250 token prizes. what have you done to insure our goals? 


DETECTOR DONATIONS 
DONATION DONATED BY APP. VAL. 
1- Eounty Hunter Varmit Geo-Quest, Nutley, Nd. $199.95 
2- Eounty Hunter IB-200 Geo-Quest, Nutley, N.J. 
(Harry Nicholas) $179.95 
3- (to be announced in April) Garrett Electronics, Garland, Texas ? ? ? 
4— Garrett Gold Mountain Paul B. Marvel, Frankfort, Delaware £79.50 
5- whites Reachcomber 
(reconditioned) Paul B. Marvel, Frankfort, Delaware i 40.00 
6- Detectron Go-Fer Jim Saylor, Pleasantville, N.J. 65.00 
TOKEN PRIZE DONATIONS 
i- Bounty Hunter Jacket Geo-Quest, Nutley, N.J. $12.95 
2@- 1922 Silver Dollar Fenn Jersey Coin, Merchantville, N.J. 5.00 
324089: °" a" Bill Lykes, SJTHC 5.00 
tle 1888 we ti] ee ge ee 5.00 
5- 1963 Proof Se a " < 5.00 
6- 1964 CT | ae tt eet ee 5.00 
7- Brass Door Knocker Ross Metal Products, Gibbsboro, N.J. $17.50 
8- Cast Alum. Locks " " e " Ne 10.00 
9- 10- lyr. sub. to (2) 
National Trea. Hunters League Ray Smith, Dallas, Texas $10.00 
11-13- lyr. back copies 
Nat. T'Hers Leagues nay Smith, Dallas. Texas ©1500 
14-25- Pelt Buckles (12) Franks White Detectors, Glenburnie,Md. ? 


26-31- lyr. sub.Western Trea. Peoples Publishing Co., Compton,Cal. $72.00 


TREASURE CHEST PRIZES _ 


The TREASURE CHEST prizes for which keys will be buried to open 
the locks, were supplied by the SJTHC. Those prizes are a $5.00 GOLD 
piece, a $2.50 GOLD piece,and a $1.00 GOLD piece. 

A fourth chest will contain a"piece of eight", with a letter of 
authenticity, found and donated by Art Mexeeé, Jr., professional diver 
from Florida, and lifetime member of SJTHC. 

Thanks to all of the above donors,especially Geo-Quest, Garrett 
Electronics, Paul Marvel, Jim Saylor, and Art McKee for their donations. 


THANK YOU DONORS 





METAL DETECTORS [3] TOKEN PRIZES 


we have advertized in our OPEN HUNT FLYER a minimum of 15 metal detectors 


and 


to purchase the differance. PLEASE help, bring donations to m 
Berd to SJTHC po. box 176, Haddonfield, N.J. 08033 William Paull 


over 200 token prizes so if we fall short of these minimums we'll heve 
ectings, or 


OPEN HUNT CHAIRMAN 
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LETTERS FROM OUR READERS 


Dear Gany, 


Gary, Mike asked me to write to you and ask if you would 
try and find something out for us. We are very interested in 
finding out all we can on his coin that he found out in Western 
Oklahoma. We thought you might know some one up there that 
might be interested in it, living in Bartlesville one dosent 
have much of a chance to get in contact with a Coin Collector 
or for that matter anyone like that. I have been to the Library 
several times and there just isnt enought literature on ancient 
coins. On the front of the coin are these letters and wores. 
CAROLUS*VisDsROM: IMP StA 2G tens Bans Then on the back of 
it are these words.. BUS COM: TYROL 21 BRCHIDs AUST spUx 

Mike and I are very excited about the comming summer. 

We are taking the first week in July and going to Six Flags 
Over Texas. Best Wishes for the three of you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Mike and Judy Miller 





BOTTLE BUFFS. .ATTENTION !!! 


The South Jersey's Heritage Bottle and Glass Club, Glassboro, will sponsor it's sixth 
annual show and sale Sunday, March 28, from 10 a.m, to4 p.m. in Whitman Square 
Fire Hall, Johnson Road and Black Horse Pike, Turnersvilie. 

The show will feature '200 years of American Glass." 
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The First Entry in our contest for Treasure Hunter of the Year. 
It’s a true story of treasure finds in Philadelphia. 


Early 18th Century artifacts found at 
the I-95 expressway project, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. The 9” pewter plate is 
stamped “Richard King, London,” 
touchmark granted in 1745. 
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BICENTENNTIAL BONANZA 


It was in November of 1974 that I 
received a call from a newspaper friend 
of mine that colonial artifacts were 
being unearthed at a certain site of the 
I-95 expressway in Philadelphia. It had 
been a favorite haunt for weekend 
bottle hounds for months, but now at 
the Society Hill portion, the 
expressway was to go underground, 
and the giant cranes were beginning to 
dredge up rich black mud. This was 
the port of Colonial Philadelphia, 
under what is now Delaware Avenue, 
which is next to the Delaware River. 

The first visit was only to look 
around, and what proved to be the 
reason for our many return trips was 
sitting half buried on top of one of the 
freshly dug mounds of mud. It was a 
hand-blown bottle of the 1745 era, 
and dozens of necks and bottoms were 
scattered about; but that was the only 
whole bottle found that day. 

In the next three months, the hole 
got wider and deeper and more 
dangerous. It was required that hard 
hats be worn at the site, even though 
we did most of our digging in the off 
hours and on Sunday. Hundreds of 
English clay smoking pipe bowls and 
stems and thousands of necks and 
bottoms of black glass were now 
commonplace. 

One Sunday after a heavy rain, my 


APRIL 1976 


BY W.R. PAULL 


son Steven found a Britannia “4% penny 
dated 1699. Before the day was over, 
we had found over 200 of them ... all 
the same date. This was to increase to 
over B00 found by members of the 
South Jersey Treasure Hunters Club, 
and they all are forgeries. Only about 
15% of the membership was interested 
in this type of detecting as it was 
mostly cold and always muddy. Those 
who persisted were rewarded with 15 
display cases filled with artifacts of 
our colonial past. 

The excavation site was now 
suddenly “off limits.” Signs were 
posted, guards with dogs were visible 
and a high fence was erected. It was 
like looking in the candy store window 
with money in your hands and the 
store closes. We decided to follow the 
trucks that seemed to be in an endless 
parade, to see where all this fill was 
being dumped. Several sites were 
located, all with bulldozers leveling the 
dumped mounds of mud. It was quite 
obvious after a few runs with the 
metal detectors that this was indeed 
the mud from the bottom of what was 
once the Delaware River. All types of 
ships tools, lead seals, pocket knives, 
buttons, buckles, pewter spoons and 
plates, gun parts and cannon balls, 
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Part of the collection of salvaged 
artifacts found by the Paull family... 
some of little value and some museum 
pieces, but all are of the BICENTEN- 
NIAL BONANZA I-95 Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


SOUTH JERSEY 


onion bottles, wooden pullies, and 
hundreds of early American and 
foreign coins were discovered; some 
lying on top just waiting to be picked 
up or reburied by modern, noisy 
“bottle crushers,” 

It was a cold day in February 1975 
that my wife, Mary Ann, and I found 
three onion bottles (c. 1700-1710) 
that these ‘‘mechanical monsters” 
missed in the frozen mud. It took 
almost an hour to extricate them from 
their imprisoned home, but it was well 
worth the effort as I’ve been offered 
several hundreds of dollars for them, 
and any undue pressure or bump 
would have resulted in their breakage. 
The fill was coming in faster than we 
could search and continued this way 
for another month. I’m sure we missed 
a lot of goodies, but we are thrilled 
with what we did find. Another of our 
treasured items from the “dump” was 
a pewter spoon with an eagle and the 
initials “BC” and “LONDON” 
stamped on the back. Research proved 
that they belonged to Benjamin 
Casimer, whose touch mark was 
granted in 1704; however, the type 
spoon is of the 1740’s. A 9” pewter 
plate stamped “Richard King, 
London” is also of this era. 

By June 1975, club members had 
accumulated hundreds of salvaged 
artifacts that were being unearthed 
and reburied. Some of the most 
interesting and valuable artifacts found 
by other members include: bar shot, 
hallmarked bayonets and gun locks, 
several Spanish Milted Dollars, a dozen 
assorted stamped pewter spoons, 1728 
French gold coin, “NO EXCISE” belt 
buckle (UNIQUE), c. 1720 pewter 
mug and many rare early American 
coins, including an 1802 over | Silver 
Dollar and varieties of Large Cents, 

It was Friday the 13th, when I made 
the biggest if not the heaviest find of 
all: an intact English swivel cannon. It 
was in one of two mounds of fresh fill 
that had not been bulldozed; the back 
was sticking up and looked like a bent 
spike in a pier, which was common at 
these sites, The sound on the detector 
almost blew my ears out as I grabbed 


Mid-18th Century English swivel 
cannon found by Bill Paull at one of 
the many dumping sites for the I-95 
expressway fill, According to a noted 
cannon authority, it is the only 
INTACT Swivel Cannon of iron 
known to him and is quite valuable. 
Incomplete ones sell upwards of 
$1000.00 to collectors. 
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The Spanish milled dollar valued at & beales, otherwise known as the 
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Bill Paull and an English Master Ink Steven Paull with an early 18th 
Bottle made of Stoneware from the J. Century bottle worth over $100.00 to 
Bourne & Son Potteries near Darby, collectors. 

England, circa 1833-1860. 





WESTERN TREASURES 
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A few of the hundreds of 1699 


Britannia half-pennies, ail 


FORGERIES. 


the ‘‘monkey tail” and down rolled 
the cannon. I knew what it was even 
though it was covered with an inch of 
cement-like clay. It was too heavy for 
me to move by myself, so I buried it 





A four pound cannonball and a pewter 
spoon of the type used in the 1740’s, 


stamped in London by Benjamin 
Casimer, touchmark granted in 1704. 


again and waited for other members 
that were always somewhere around, 
but nobody showed up that evening. 
Finally, two college girls came along 
scratching the mounds for bottles and 
were very close to where I reburied it, 
so I had to ask them to help me carry 
it to my car before they found it. The 
10 minute ride over the bridge home 
seemed like hours, After hosing off all 
the wet mud, I let it dry for a day. The 
hard clay peeled off like a cocoanut 
shell and had preserved the iron well. 
The only marking on it is “P 1118,” 
which in English hundred weights 


MYTY-MY IE 


high quality 





at a low, low price 
e light weight 
(2 Ibs) 
e perfect balance 
e largest search arc 


$54.95 


DELUXE MODEL:$ 69.95 


(includes lightweight earphones, 
alkaline battery, instructions) 


7448 Deering Avenue 


OR SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 








FOR MORE DETAILS WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 
EXCELSIOR ELECTRONICS Co. 


Canoga Park, Calif. 91303 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


meant it weighed 158 pounds, With 
the swivel and the monkey tail 170 
pounds, 40” long, has about a 2” bore, 
fires a three-quarter pound shot, and is 
of the 18th Century. A noted cannon 
authority claims “it is the most 
complete specimen that I have ever 
seen and the cundition certainly looks 
good.” 

Researching the finds is almost as 
interesting as finding them. Many 
hours have been spent looking up 
names, dates, designs, etc., at local, 
county, and_= state libraries. 
Archaeologists, curators, and 
collectors of all kinds have conveyed 
to us that the state of preservation of 
mosi of the artifacts is amazing. The 
non-acid clay apparently is the perfect 


preservation while buried for over 200 
years. If they had found oxygen and 
were exposed to the elements for a 


couple of months, they would 
deteriorate quickly. 
Why this area wasn’t more 


thoroughly searched by professional 
archaeologists is probably threefold. 
There are many _ constrvction, 
demolition, and excavation projects in 
Philadelphia—some maybe with a 
higher priority. Or possibly the 
shortage of manpower and finances. 
But most likely the answer is 
PROGRESS, as this road is considered 
a major project for its Bicentennial 
and must adhere to a timetable. If you 
plan to be a visitor to Philadelphia and 
are driving on I-95 to get to your 
favorite historical spot, reflect as you 
drive underground at Society Hill. All 
the history, charm, and adventure of a 
port once was here; and the taverns, 
warehouses, shops, piers and ships that 
called at Colonial Philadelphia. & 


year iberoiiea ¢ to Westera Tresures. - - 
After the February 1977 issue a winner 
will be chosen. 


GRAND PRI ZE~A < cup with the 1 nuerok 
ior TREASURER HUNTER OF THE 
YE/.R along with a metal detector. _ 


SEND A STORY INTODAV! TI 


oS 
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CLUBMEMBERS 


As 1976 begins, clubmembers should realize that many more changes have 
taken place aside from those on the executive board. As new committees get started there 
is often a short period of confusion. To alleviate this problem we are calling for your help. 
We think that everyone agrees that a speaker at the monthly meetings is both enjoyable and 
necessary. Well, the new program committee needs new contacts for this purpose. Al- 
most everyone in the club must know someone who might make an interesting speaker or at 
least have an idea that one of us could follow through on. We need your suggestions. 


Thank you, 
the Program Committee 


1.) name: 
field of interest: 
where to get in touch: 


2.) name; 
field: 
where to get in touch: 


3.) suggestions; 


It would be helpful if everyone would fill out what they can and give this to any- 
one on the executive board, Joe Ross, or just put it in the mail to the club. 


RECENT FINDS 


The 1-95 disposal sites are still yielding colonial artifacts for those who 
have the patience and fortitude. Several members have been taking advantage of 
our relatively mild winter weather and have come up with some interesting finds. 
The Paulls added another cannon ball (10 pounds) to their collection, also a 
pewter coin forgery, misc. buttons, axe head, part of a wig curler and some misc. 
pieces of broken ceramics and glass which Mary Ann seems fascinated with. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


Joe Ross is our Program Committee chairman and like all the other chairmen, 
he'll need your support. The purpose of this committee is to provide some type 
of entertainment for each meeting, either slides, a film and/or a speaker. So 
if you have any ideas or suggestions along these lines, please contact Joe. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER OF COMING EVENTS 


THURSDAY... MARCH 25, 8:00 pm... MONTHLY SJTHC MEETING...DEADLINE 1976 DUES !!! 


SUNDAY...APRIL 4, NOON TILL 3 pm...59th ST, & BEACH, OCEAN CITY, N.J. 
MINI-HUNT FOR PAID UP 1976 SJTHC MEMBERS ONLY !3$150.00 IN TOKENS 
FOR €ASH AND ANNUAL COMPETITION FOR THE FOUNDER,'S TROPHY, 
DONATED BY MAX ARBOGAST OF SHERANDO INC., TO BE AWARDED AT 
THE MAY 15th OPEN HUNT. 


SAT. & SUN...MAY1 & 2, ...12:30 - 4:30 pm... HADDONFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
E. KINGS HIGHWAY, HADDONFIELD, N.J......DISPLAYS OF BICENTENNIAL 
FINDS OF SJTHC MEMBERS, 


SATURDAY...MAY 15, 2nd ANNUAL OPEN TREASURE HUNT SPONSORED BY SJTHC 


REGISTER EARLY !11! 





ADVERTISING SPACE | 


IS NOWBEING SOLD | 


= a e ~ 





> Dee ttuar sopcipeiel ual a 
=} —_Take advantage of this opportunity! —_— 


